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ETHEL BARRYMORE and CYRIL KEKStTTLCY
in i rue off chance

tftelcim't got to I uainess nt onto ho'll
r

Hi; OtV CHANCE,'"T coniodv bv i:. C. Carton In i

which MUa Kthol Barry- -

--- ,

"Lord and idy Al?y." I'.oth plays ,

axe lineal descendants of tho artificial
English comedy that besan with the
Restoration playwrights and flowered
anew a century later In Sheridan.

No spectator was expected for a mo- -

ment to bellevo tho intrigue In either
Congreve or Sheridan. No more is ho ,

expected to bellevo Mr. Carton's fable
Jn "The Oft Chance." So long as it Is
an amusing contrivance, which It un- - j

doubtedly Is, so long it serves. And it .

serves too as the framo upon which the
playwright hanirs hia humors of situ- -
atlon as well as his lighter play of con- -
versatlonal wit. '

Str. Carton'a wit seldom lapse into I

mere repartee. Ho can sketch charac-- ,
ter lightly, plausibly, detachedly; he
Knows ills types; he is ready with em- -
broideries and shadings. "The Off
Chance" la indeed savory entertain-
ment In the thentre. but It is the snuco
of the production at tho Empire that
makes It piquant.

This, like many of Mr. Carton's other
plays, was written especially oa a
Vehicle for tho playwright's wife, Miss

f Compton, a clever and popular actress
of tho London stage. Here the role of
Ladv CarconnclJ fits Miss Darrymore
well.

Twenty years ago Ladv Cardonnell
was tho wild young wife of Ocoryc
Ralnsford, a rising young British poli-
tician, selfish and puritanical. It Is
easy for tho audience to imagine how
eho must have chafed In' that uncon-
genial relationship and with what Joy
sho bolted straight Into the arms of
charming, happy, worldly, generous,
horsy Jack Cardonnell Joy that
oven Venice in tho rainy season
couldn't dampen. Sho must have shed
many tears over the little baby girl sho
was forced to leave behind, but even If
she had stayed sho could not havo
often felt that little nestling form in
her arms, for she had been deemed too
frivolous to bring up a child in tho
way the child of an eminent M. I to
bo ought to go.

And now when the play begins tho
baby girl has grown up pretty and is
n duchess. Sho and her ducal husband
have not hit it off well together. Tho
Duko of llurchcstcr Is very young an
undisciplined boy, aa young dukes aro
apt to be. Ho has "gone ou the turf,"
and hla chief friend and adviser Is
Major Baglelgh, who Uvea by his wits.
Btlll If the Huchrsi'x father now filr
Otorge llnlnsford, Bart., M P., stouter,
more selfish and moro puritanical even
than ho nas twenty years ago and
her stepmamma had left tho young
couple alone maybo the Duke might
have found the pal ho hoped to find In
his wlfo and things would havo been
different. An It Is, things havo gono
from bad to worso and he has become
entangled with Maria dc lilanca, a pro-
fessional dancer, for whom several
rich young fellows havo already ruined
themselves, and thu Duchess, moro
jealous than she will admit oven to
herself, has left him nnd returned to
her fathor'a houso. And now thero Is
to be a meeting nt which a reconcilia-
tion may be arranged.

Tho sceno is tho ortlce of Mr, flrwn-o- n,

solicitor. Cornea first Major Hag-leig- h.

Ho would rather llko to get tho
,j Duke out of tho dancer's clutches. A

wife will leavo moro money In a man's
pocket than a mistress more money
w find It's way into tho pockets of
his frionds and well wishers. So he'll
bring, tho Duko to tho family pow-
wow, although he'll havo a hard time
doing It, for tho Duke is eager to bo
off to Kempton for tho Jubllco Handi-
cap.

Next corara Mr George, portly and
Important, wanting n word with the
solicitor before the others arrive. It
la six months slnco his daughter left
her husband after enduring much
cruel treatment at his hand9 not
physical violence, of course, but cruel
In the attempt to undermine nnd de-
stroy her domestic and religious Ideals.

Well, now what is wanted? Recon-
ciliation or divorce? Divorce? Tho
Idea Is abhorrent to Sir George. But
he himself once had recourse to that
legal wilutlon. Yes, lie ndmlta that.

Ilrunson You probably know that
tho first Lady Ilainsford has also for

' many years been married to er tho
other man?

filr George Yrs, I heard so.
Ilrunson They recently com Into

xT.o title. The other man la now Lord
Cardonnell. Thoy aro cllen"' of mine.
'Yes, and Ladu Cardonnet, Is bring-

ing Mr. Ilrunson a new nnd very Im-
portant client, tho well known Amerl-.c- n

millionaire, comeldij Jcffcott
Bayne.

Itut to get bank to tho business In
hand. Tho youthful nuch and her
stepmamma arrive and soon after a
clerk announces that the Duke of
Buree$ter and Major BaglHgS have

and that tb Dut soya It tuny
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chuck it that ho isn't (join "to kick
in licelH ia n fcomcthing1 lawyer's

Enter tho Duko and Major Baglcigh.
Tho Duku la boyish and Impulsive,
enKcr to KOt n ),ad quarter of an hour
over with und be pone to tho races.
Ho greeta evtry one pleasantly enouh
nnd coienta to bo seated and to havo
Uii hat taken, but wants It left In
ruicfi, ub ho may need It In a mlnuto.
At last after several little tilts thoy
do set down to business. Finally Sir
George declares that the Duko must
give up Maria tla Blanco- and "put It
In writing."

Duke It ought to malto very pretty
reading. I ntn to chuck Afarta, andI
suppose old Bags will havo to go as
well. A list of all my futuro pals, mnlo
or fomale, will havo to be sent on to
dear papa for his approval beforo 1

can usk 'em to dinner,
Sir Oeorge You're showing temper

again, AurcAcafcr.
Duke Showing tempor! What tho

devil am I going to got out of it? A
wife who says she hate everything
1 like nnd llkuj everything I've no use
for; who has been worried nnd
badgered Into always thinking tho
worst of me. Enid, whero do you
come In over this? Do you want this
precious document to ie drawn up and
signed?

Duchos.i (hesitating) Yes.
.Duke (rli,lng) All right then I'vo

don,e. If you cared to play the game
y if you had said to mo, "Look

here, old chap, never mind who la
right or who Is wrong, wo want a
clean slate, so catch hold of the sponge
and no one fchall Jog your elbow," I
should havo butted in on the same
lines and we might havo worried
through. As it is, If you want a sep-
aration you can havo it.

Brunson Duke!
Duke-M- if you prefer a divorce, 1

won't stnnd in tho way.
Sir tlcorec llurchcstcr! I
Duke ion can make out your list

of rules and when you've done it you
can stick it behind the fire, because
I'll seo the wholo bag of tricks damned
first! And that's my last word.

And out he flings, calling on the
Jfaor to follow him. Tho Major, how
ever, remains to tell tfir Georjc that
.Vario is going to Vienna that nicht
and that' if tho Duke, who has spread
nimseir over tho Kempton Jublloo
without backing a dingle horso that's
got an outside earthly, comes the abso
lute purler he's suro to, she. who won't
bo satisfied with a lock of his hair,
will Just glido off, leaving the Duko
behind biting his nails. Furthermore,
ho (tho Major) will do what lie can
to help it along, for he can find a
better Investment for tho Duke than
Maria. It is left that way, tho Major
promising as he goes blithely on hla
way to keep Brunson informed as to
wnat Happens. Sir George, too. after
inviting Brunson to dine with him at
the Gresham, la about to depart when
Lady Cardonnell la announced. Sir
George Is greatly disturbed nt tho
prospect of meeting his former wife,
but Brunson shows him out anotherway.

Then enter Ladu Cardonucll. a beau-
tiful woman of tho world with a way
of expressing herself that shows she Is
familiar with the racetrack. Sho has
como to meet tho American million
aire vorncuus Jcffcott Bayne, who
soon hurries m right on tho
dot, buys sundry castlca and es-
tates and a bungalow up tho
river and then hurries out again, oftorasking Lady Cardonnell and her hus-
band to havo dinner with him nt his
hotel, tho Oresham, whore ho stops
"because tho chef knows how to makecom beef hash."

After he has fono, Broruon tolls
Lady Cardonnell of the conferenco that
has Just taken placo. Sir George was
there, he say, nnd Lady Bain.iforda.na
"their hla tho daughter."

Lady Cardonnell You mean my
baby. (Pause,) They said I deserted
my baby. That was n lie, Brunson.
My baby blcsa her! deserted ino.
They say I didn't know how to bring
up a child. I was too frivolous. Ho
sho was packed olf to Aunt Kmlly this
nnd Aunt Julia that, I was pretty
near tho dgo when It all happened,
and my buoy's lingers might have held
me .back. But they Miatched thorn
away, Ah, well! Wo won't rnko over
tho old dust bin. Why did they turn
up horo this morning'.'

Brumon tells her tho story of tho
separation between tho Juko and
Duchess nnd how It Is hopts.1 .lfnrta
will go off to Vienna and leavo tho
Duke Lady Cardonnell ex-
presses Intere&t and wishes sho might
seo the Duke some time without his
knowing who sh Is. Then along
comes Lord Cardonnell, a thorough
man of thn world, not handsome but
charming nnd debonair, even If he 1ms
the gout which ho doesn't admit. He
has Just got a tip on tho Kempton
JubllM and hoa put a thousand pounds
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on Coster Jim at 25 to 1, Then ho boos
off to order luncheon at tho Cartton
while Lady Cardonnell remains behind
to eo the Duke of Burchester, who
hn como back looking for Iila Held
glaSKCE.

.Iacy Cnrdonnell Hero they are.
Duke I shall ho lute, thnnks to

these damned (lnF.'c.i I beK your par-
don.

l,idy Cnrdonnell Not nt nil. I like
It. Kunnlnir down to. day?

Duko Hoping to.
Iady Cnrdonnell Fancy unythlng?
Duke 1'vo got a cracker on Search-

light.
Lady Carilonnell It won't be In tho

flrst three.
Duko That'o cheerful. I'vo saved

over Kteldmousa und Ku lining Hory.
I ady Cnrdonnell They're no good.
Duko Have you backed anything? '

Ludy Cnrdonnell l'vo. a monkey on
the one thut'a (joins to uln.

Duko Which horso I.t that?
Cnrdotinnll --Coster Jim.
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DuUe t'oter Jim? I haven't touched
It.

Lady Cardonnell- - Touch It now.
You ought to get 20 to 1.

Brunson, who has been showing
anxiety" through this conversation, in-

terrupts and tries to advise the Duke
not to back Coster Jim, realizing that
if the Duke makes a winning it will bo
all the harder to break off his affair
with Jforla, But tho Duke brushes
him aside.

Duko (to Lady Cardonrfoll an she
starts to leave) Then If you were mo
you'd havo a dash7

Ladv Cardonnell (as tho curtain bo- - i

gins to fall) If I wcro you I'd put my I

shirt on' it to win and my collar for a
place. .

i The second act of tho comedy takes
place In the palm court of the Gieshain
Hotel. It is dinner time and Brunaon
la waiting for Sir (Iconic to come
down to go into tho dining loom. Hn-t- er

Major Bagleiyh with the news thut
tho Duke lias won 30,000 on
Coster Jim and that Maria, who
"wouldn't let all that coin run loose,"
has her clutches on him again. Be-

sides they all three the Duko, .Maria
and tho Major aro dining there.
Brunson begs him to try to steer the
Duke away to some other restaurant
nnd the Major says he'll try but has
no hope of .succeeding. Sir Gcorpcwlth
Lady Ilainsford and the Duchess enters
and Brunson tells Sir George that the
DuA'c and Jfuria are to diuo thero,
which disturbs Sir George mightily.
Still, ho goes on In to his dinner and
tho Duke, who won't be persuaded to
change his plans, soon follows him Into
tho dining loom with Maria on his
arm.

Knter 7.onI and Lady CardonncTt
with Jfr. Bayno Irom the dining room.
Brunson tells Isidy Cardonnell tho
latest news. Over their coffeo Bayne
tolls them how ho first met Major
Baylcigh and compelled him to sign, a
"confession of character."

Lady Cardonnell km where that
paper mny como In handy now and
aska for a copy of it. Of course she
can havo It at onco, and Bayne goes
off to his rooms to wrlto It, taking
Loni CarifoHnoIJ with him, leaving
Lady Cardonnell to hldo herself behind
Homo palms. Almost immediately In
rushes tho llttlo Duchess in hysterics,
followed by her father and a.

Sho has seen tho Duke and
that horrid crcaturo and It la too much
for her. Sho Is goln to her room and
doesn't want any of them to go with
her. They don't understand her. Lady
Hainsfard dori follow her, however,
and h'lr George sits down to read hla
paper. Lady Cardonnell comes quietly
out and sits opposite him.

Lady Cardonnell Good evening,
George.

Sir Qcorgo (lowering hla paper and
looking at her in horrified amazement)

Groat heaven! You!
Laify Cardonnell Yea. Fancy your

knowing me after twenty years.
Thore's a compliment at the back of
that.

Sir George I can lmagino no reason
that Jiistlfies you in addressing me.

Lady Cardonnell You'ro looking
very well, George; a llttlo stouter.
Everything; about you seems to have
broadened except your views.

Sir George Woman! Havo you no
shamo? .

Lady Cardonnell I don't keop much
of It In stock, but It brings back old
times when you put it like that,

Sir George Have you no recollec-
tion of how you wronged me?

Lady Cardonnell Wrougod you?
You? You're talking; rot

Blr Oaorg Talking rott

A LONDON 'PLAY
Cardonncll UngratcM rot.

Yoii made It clear to mo that I was a
millstone round your neck. Well, I re-

moved tho mlllstono; so my'dlsreputa-bl- o

conduct paved tho way .to your
second marriage with somebody who
suited you a great deal better. What's
your grievance? '

Sir George What la my grievance?
I was dragged Into the vllo purlieus
of the divorce court. Have you never
realized that though tho law gavo mo
freedom It left 'mo lonely?

Lady Cardonnell An to tho loneli-
ness, yoii soon put thut right. I don't
blame you. Hut "lonely" Is n word
with u double edge to It. How about
our girl, whom I haven't seen for
twenty years'."

Sir Gcorgc-Wh- o.se fault Is that?
The verdict nnturally and properly .

gavo me the custody of ho child.
Lady Cardonnell Yes, and from

what I can rnako out she's been in
custody ever since.

Sir Oeorge I have spared no pains
to keep from her all knowledgo of the

'

baser side of llfo.
Lady Cardonnell Yes, you haw;

and a pretty howling mosi you've !

niado 0f n ;

Sir George I don't understand you.
Lady rnrdonnell Of eoume, you I

don't. Hut the great thing Is you don't
understand F.nid. I hoard her tell you
so Just now.

Sir George CnM'.i relations with
her husband urn not linnnv tlinnlm
to his conduct.

Ladv Cardonnell Yon numn she Isn't
happy with her husband, thanks to her
relations.

Sir George You are ignorant of th6
fuctH.

Lady Cardonnci --Oh, no, I'm not! 1

'know every one of 'em. This boy and
girl are both largo print. Young Hur- -
Chester liasn t nnd a ehfinro. on mnr-rle- d

him to Enid, and then you started
meddling nnd muddling.

Sir Oeorge I deny it:
Lady Cardonnell Oil, yes, joii did.

Enid hn.s nlwnys hod a distinguished ,

ana
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spiritual adviser, but she hasn't had a
father. She has also had a nlco
minded momma, but she's never lind
a ;mothcr. That's thu one thing she
wanted, and tnougn u rntner into in
the day. I mean to give it to her.

Sir George You would daro to In
terfere! You of all people

Lady Cardonnell Yes. r,Yorr, if I
seo it chance of chipping in, In 1 shall
chip.

Lady Eamsfurd retiirii.ng just then,
Ladu CarconncK returns to her placo
behind tho palms, leaving ."ir George,
much flustered, to go off with his wife
to keep nn

In como .lfaor Baylctgh and .tfdrfa
from the dining room. Ilnohioh wants
to know II Jluriu really thinks tho
Duke is worth bothering with. Sho
does, and she is going to take him to
Vienna with her. Tho Duke enters.
Ho Is evidently in a bad humor and
refuses to accompany Maria to tho
theatre nqd sit In a box "like n bally

as he has been doing for
weeks. Baglcioh suggests that they
have a little poker and goes away to
find a third man. The Duke and .Uuria
come very near to quarrelling, but sho

has

havo
from her concealment.

Tho of
Burchesfrr, I think?

Duchebs Yes, but don't
meeting you before.

Lady not
saw of nt ono
time.

Duchess
Lady Cardonnell Tea, not

wasn't my
Then you tell me

whom urn I speaking?
Lady Cardonnell pause)

your
Well, of the

what she has say ,and
tolls her sho has

her discussion with
DuchosB you'ro Interested?

Do you mean that nro sorry

Lady Cnrdonnell No. I am afraid I
don't mean that,

Duchess you no sympathy
for mo when I'm so miserable?

Lard Cardonnell As to sym-
pathy, you should have tt, but un-

fortunately i'vo paid most of It Into
your husband's account.

Duchess You defend Honatdf You
think he's right treat me as he does?

Lady Cardonnell I don't say he's
right, but 1 can quite understand tils
kicking the family apple cart pieces,
becauss I've be'on in the shafts my-

self.
Duchess Can you excuso his

Madame Maria de
Blancat you think she might
suit him Iwtter than I do. You seem
lo lnlPlv marriage t matter.

Lady Cardonnell Marrlago Is one
'of the best games for two that was
ever Invented. Hut both players have
Kot to know thu rules. Jack Cardon- -

ncll has a good husband mo
because rvo studied an ins ways,
Whenever ho has a night tho only
thing I make hot for him is his cup of

' tlln morning. And what's tho
result? Dear old Jack wouldn t change
mo for tho wholo front row of an

bidlct.
Duchess You reproach me, but you

don't Ilunald.
I do knowKonnW,

and If you and I don't look sharp he'll
uy n, Vienna,

Duchess What can I
Lady Cardonnell You con answer a

simple question. How docs your
huslwnd matter to you

uucness mow mucn .

l,ndy Cardonnell Yes. You him
to go to her ho may havo gone.
Well, now, would you give your life
and ninety per cent, of your soul to
got him back?

Duchess I I oh, heaven help mol
Yes, I would! I would! I would!

Ludy Well, that clears
tho air. Then for hour or
two you must trust entirely
to me. Say what 1 tell you say

and do what I tell you do. How do
you feel about that?

Duehe.ss I don't know.
Lady Cardonnell You think It's a

largo order? Of courio tho twenty
ears that divide us aro twenty pounds

extra on my handicap. All the same.
you might keep an cyn on this It
can't matter to me what happens and
w hen lt'H all over, you needn't
I"it tnu on your visiting list unless you
like. Hut If I can things round
J will for tho aako of a certain llttlo
.baby girl who snuggled quite comfort- -
ahly my arms till the tlmo camo
when sho was' taught to forget her

or only talk about her In
whispers. (Slight pause.) Now, then,
how is it to be'.'

Duchess going to trust you
i mother.

Just then Bayne, tho American
millionaire, enters hands Lady
Cardamtcll tho copy of BagMgh's

that ho has her.
She Introduces him to tho Duchess.

Lady Cardonnell Aro you doing
anything evening'.'

Bayno -- Nothing that won't stand
over, If you tay no.

hecretly and la going to placo
. herself .under your

Bayne That's dead easy
Duchess But, mother, I can't
Lady Cardonnoll Why not 7
Duchess Tho thing Is Impas

sible. lt'H very kind of your friend
' put aside hla engagements In or--i
der to to bolt but tho scheme Is so

'mad! I don't really know Bayne.
You soon will. I'm very

know-able-,

Duchess Oh, no, thank youl I can't
I really can t.
Lady Cardonnell Tho bolt would

only be for an hour or two, I'll come
nnd unbolt you beforo IS o'clock. Tho
fact Is I'm sitting down to play a llttlo
game with Maria and this elopement
Is my thirteenth trump.

Of course the finally
and Bayno hurries away to or--
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engagement.

sentinel"

finally leaves, promising to pick him Lady Cardonnell I want you to bolt
up at his fiat and take hltn to Folke- - ' with my daughter.
stone. Bayne Holt with the Dvchessf

As tho Duke turnstogo ho suddenly lndy Cardonnell Yea.
comes fuco to face with tho Duchess, Bayne It would bo a privilege,
who returned down stairs. They Duchess (much startled)
havo n lively llttlo which ends by what do you mean?
tho Duke telling his wlfo to "go to the Lady Cardonnell The bolt Is only
devil!" and storming out. Tho little on paper.
Duchess starts forward as if 6he would ' Bayno That'll help some,
call lilm back, then turns nway and lidy Cardonnell She's had a

her head bowed Is leaving the up with her husband nnd ho's got to
room when Lady Cardonnell cornea his ears boxed. Sho has known

plnee of
Lady Cnrdonnell Duchess

I) remember

Cnrdonnell Perhaps We
something each other

Did wo?
very

much. That fault.
Duchess will to

(slight I'm
mother.

courso, Duchess will
hear to Lodu
Cardonnell that over-
heard tho Duko.

Then
you for

me?

Havo

my

to

to

deser-
tion und and

Perhaps

aoesn

been to
nuie

bad

Empiro

know
Cardonnell

do?

much

told
and

Cardonnell
tho next

yourself
to

to

Duchess,

pull

In

mother

I'm

and

character promised

this

you
protection.

wholo
to

other

Mr.
Bayne

Duchess con.
Bents

Mother,
row,

dust-wlt- h

der hla car. Lady Cardonnett mivfaata
that they go .to tho bungalow up ths
river which ho Just bought that morn-
ing. ' After he la gone she calls for
writing material nnd dictates two lot
tcrs for the Duchess ono to tho Duke
and ono to Sir Oeorge in which the
Duchess tells them that aha baa gono
with Mr. Bayne, Bayno returns. The
car Is ready. Lord Cardonnell enters
and Lady

m Cardonnell Introduces him
to tho Duchess. He suggests that thoy
all go round to the Empire.

Lady Cardonnell She's busy ahe's
bolting with Cornelius.

Lord Cardonnoll Bolting wttJjl Bayne,
Is she 7 Very pleasant, too, at this
time of year. When I bolted With you,
dear mother, some silly dam' fool who
was supposed to know the ropes put us
on to Venice In tho rainy season. . .

Lady Cardonnell All right, Jaofc.
Lord Cardonnell You stopped out of

your window Into eight feet of dirty
water a tlnpot holo as ever I saw!
Wasn't it, my lady?

But Lady Cardonnell Interrupts her
husband's reminiscences to hurry tho
"bolters" away, promising to bo on
hand at the proper ,tlmo to "unbolt"
them. Then whllo sho Is explaining
the situation and her llttlo scheme to
her husband, who cntlroly approves,
Brunson arrives, nnd to him Lady Car-
donnell gives tho noto sho has had tho
Duchess wrlto to Sir Oeorge, and ho
hastens away to dellvor It after get-
ting a very' brood hint aa to whero tho
.elopers havo gono.

Reenter Baglcigh and the Duke.
Baglelgh has been unablo to find an-
other man to play poker. Lady Car-
donnett, seeing hr chance, steps for-
ward and asks If she won't do. Tho
Duke recognlreB her as tho tipster who
put him on to Coster Jim and readily
accepts her proposal. Baglcigh doesn't
llku It, but is forced to agree. Lorrf
CardonncH returna with his wifo's
cloak und sho takes all his money and
starts oft with tho Dttkc and Baglcigh
for their poker game, doclarlng that
Hho is qulto prepared to play a hot
game for high stakes.

Aot 'III. takes placo In tho Duke's
flat. Tho poker game Is In progress
when tho curtain rises, and evidently
has been for Rome time. While Bag-
lcigh Is dealing, tho Duke shown Lady
Cardonnell a painting of a horso on
which ho onco won a lot of money.
Baglcigh takes the opportunity to
stack tho cards, and when tho others
return to the tablo to go on with the
gumo tho Duko finds ho has four
kings and proceeds to bet them for nil
they aro worth. BagMgh', who has
drawn two cards, after a very elabor-
ate tit of coughing, stays along with
him and when tho show down comes
has a straight flush nnd wins tho pot.
Tho Duke Is called out of the room
nnd Lady Cardonnell proceeds to tell
Baglcigh his real name. Baglcigh tries
to blurt It out for a while, but the
copy of his "character," given to Lady
Cardonnell by Bayno, finally floora
him and ho agrees to quit on any
terms nho pleases. When the Duke
returns Baglcigh remembers an en-
gagement nnd departs. Lady Cardon-
nell, who now has all tho money Bag
lcigh Is supposed to havo wdn, offers
to give the Duke hla revenge, and they
cut tho cards, double or quits. Lady
Cardonnell wins in all 800, and when
tho Duke offers her his I. O. U. for
tho amount she tears It up, saying that
she can't take his money bocause they
tiro relatlons by marrlago. Why
haven't ho nnd Enid hit It off?

Duke She's so beastly good! And
I can't stick It. I'd soonor dlo with a
devil than llvo with a saint. I dunno
how Enid over brought herself to
marry anybody let alone mo.

Lady Cardonnell 'Why?
Duko Why? Because she'a as cold

as the northeast wind that's why.
Lady Cardonnell How do you know?
Duke I'm her husband.
Lady Cardonnell That's nothing.

Lots of clever people never learn tho
right way to light a fire.

Duko It would bo a plucky man
who tried to put a match to Enid.
l if courso, you'ro getting nt mo becnuso
you'ro sorry for her.

Iady Ciirdonnoll That 111 swear
I'm not. She's all right. Mr. Bayne

j Is a inllllonnlro.
Duko Bayne f Who's Bayne f What

about him?

of mine. Ho and Enid havo bolted to-

gether.
Of courso the Dufce Is flabbergasted.

Ho refuses absolutely to believe it, but
tho letter which his wife wroto at
Lady Cardonnell' dictation leaves him
no alternative. Then he is mad. Hois
going to follow them kill them. Lady
Cardonnell rcminda him that he doesn't
know whero they havo gone. He begs
her to tell him. Sho admits she knows
and could take him there, but they'd
be so In tho way. Sho teases him for
a while and then, growing serious
again, sho wants to know what 'ili

V ' 'nrS',,nnBitu-- r, oi i.' '
you've got It in you to enro about what
happens to anybody except yourself?
I know this blow has caught you under
tho Jaw, but has It stiffened your back-
bone? Has it woke you up at last and
mndo a nian of you? A real man, who
is going to face a big crisis in a big
way? If it has, all right. But If it
hasn't, I tell you plainly, you aiul I
are not going to take any llttlo trips
Into tho country at this time of night.
Because you'd bo hotter In Vienna nnd
I should be better in bed. Now then,
say what you'vo got to say nnd I'll
listen.

Duke I suppose you think I'm every
kind of a fool?

Lady Cardonnell Well, my dear loy,
how do you feel about It yourself?

Duko If that's what you think, I
qulto agree win you. I know I'm a
hopeless rotter, but there's Just ono
thing I'm not. I'm not a bad loser, am
I? You saw mo lose S00 on the turn
of a card, and I didn't howl nbout It,
did I?

Lady Cnrdonnell No.
Duko Very well. You're asking

what Enid means to me. I'll toll you.
She means everything' Just every
blessed thing In all this rotten old
world. You can laugh If you want to .

that's how It is. But I swear I didn't
know it till a quarter uf an hour ngo.
Sometimes a chap loses his way In a
fog und butts Into u lamp post. Ho
gives his head an awful whack. Well,
this letter Is my lamp post, see?

Lady Cardonnell Well?
Duke 'I've lost Entd- - that's my

whack on tho head. But I can eoo this
Is tho moment for mo to buck up and
play tho game. If she's keen on this
chap slio's got to havo him. I'vo no
right to stop her I've chucked that
away; but, anyhow, I do want to seo
Vnid again.

Lady Cnrdonnell Do you?
Duke Yes. I'vo never met this Enid,

T want to have a look at the Enid who
had It In her to play hiuii n high old
game with me, while all this tlmo sho
was keeping this other man up her
sleove. It's any .odds no's a better all
round cliup that I am; but I should
like to see him and (sake ouro.

31Lady Cardonnell And whan yosj
see him do you think you can Keep
tight hold of yourself?

Duke Yos, I know I can. I know
I havont got a dog's chance, but I've
pulled mTself together, and If ho wins
as lt'a Bcrmondcey to a button he will

I well, I shall wish 'em luck and
swallow my gruel.

Lady Cardonnell You go and put a
coat on.

Yes, she Is going to take htm to the
elopers. Ho hurries away to prepare
for tho rHe, and while he Is out 'of
tho room enter M aria, come to pick
him up as agreed. Sho and Lady Car-
donnett have a little passage at arms,
and when the Duke returns to tho
room ho gives Maria to understand
that ho Is through with her. She
rushes out denouncing him as a "cad."

Duke Thank God, that's over. Now,
aroyouready7 But flrst, who aro you,
anyway?

Lady Cardonnoll (taking hla arm
and turning to go na the curtain fulls)

I'm your mother-in-law- !

Tho sceno of tho fourth and last act
of the play la tho bungalow up the
river. When tho curtain rlsos the old
carotnker and his wife aro preparing
for the nrrlval of tho now master.
Tho previous owner has been In the
habit of entertaining his lady friends
thero nnd they have been a very gay
lot evidently. The old 6orvant had
hoped that slnco tho now master was
not n lord ho might bo a gentleman.
but they aro doubtful of It slnco he
has phoned that ho La coming down
with n, "lady." She, of course, can't te
hla wife, for, as tho old caretaker says.
'No man alloodes to 'Is wlfo as a
lady, not If 'o's got any respect for 'cr."

Tho bell rings. Bayne and the
Duchess havo arrived. Bayne and the
caretaker go td look tho placo over and
In their absence the old housokoepcr
tries to tell the Duchess what sort of
a houso It Is and urges her to leave
before It Is too lato. Tho Duchess, half
scared to death anyway, is about to
follow her when Bayne returns Just In
tlmo to stop her and remind her that
her mother 13 coming a bit of in
formation that greatly surprises tho
servants.

Bayno and the Duchess havo a little
heart to hem talk, Bayne describing
how Lady Cardonnell camo to hia res
cue when he lay 111 with typhoid fever
and friendless In Paris, and the
Duchess telling of her misunderstand-
ing with her husband. Thoy havo got
to be very . good frionds when Sir
George Hnlnsford Is announced. Tho
Duchess leaves Bayno to meet her
father ulono. Brunson Is with Sir
George und Is Inclined, o'f courso, to
be conciliatory, which Sir George is
not. Ho demands to eo his daughter
nt onco. Bayno Jollies him along, tell-

ing him a good many truths that hurt.
Onco. however, when Sir George saye
something unkind of Lady Carddnnell,
Bayno flares up and warns Brutikon
ho'd better take Sir George uway.

Sir George declares that ho knows
the Duchess has been drugged and
brought to tho bungalow In an uncon-
scious state. Bayno sends for tho
Duchess, who .promptly appears. Sir
George starts to speak to hor.

Bayne Hold on, sonny. Let mo
have my nhow, then I'll quit talking
and hand you the megaphone. Well,
now (looking at his cuff, on which ho
bar. written the Duchess's name),
Enid, Poppa allows l'vo got all tho
points of a snako except the rattles.
Ho figures out that you've been doped.

Sir George Doped?
Bayne On this side they call It

drugged. Will you put him wise?
Duchess I have not been drugged.

Tho Idea Is silly.
Bayne Did you of your free will ac-

cept my protection?
Duchoss Yos.
B.iyne Has unythlng happened to

tnnke you go back on mo?
Duchess No.
Bayne No what. Enid?
Duchest, No Cornelius.
Sir George is amazed, but ho makes

a last ineffectual attempt to recall hia
daughter to her reason as ho sup-
poses. Juft as ho Is about to leave,
Lhdy Cardonnell La announced. Sho
greets everybody and teases Sir
Gtorgo a bit, and then sends Brunson
out to brliig in, tho Duke. Aftor In-

troductions all round, Lady Cardonnoll
turns the Duke over to Bayne.

Duke Of courso, I know how things
aro between you and Enid. I had
Enid's letter, which paid she had
chuckod mo for good and all, und that
sins was giving herself to you. That
b what It comes lo.

Bayne Why not? See here, Duke,
you married Enid and nil your rights
were staked out according to law.
Then you made tracks and ran. Well,
I didn't jump your claims I Just took
It over as a ntroight business propo-
sition.

Duke Good Lord, man, I can too nil
thut. Of course, Enid, is freo to do
exactly what sho likes with herself,
und if sho thinks you're bettor worth
hei whllo than I am, God knows 1

shouldn't blame her,
Bayne Go on.
Duke I'don't know anything about

you, but lt'a any odds you'ro a better
all round chap than I over was or
could be but lot'a tako it that you're
ahead cf mo in everything except ono.

Bayno What's that?
Duke You'ro not within a mllo of

being a.i keen about Enid as 1 am. I
don't euro what you say, I swear
you're not.

Bayne Not as keen about Enid as
you are? Say, now, that deop, whole
souled lovo of yourn must havo driven
you plumb crary lifted you right off
your feet and nearly landed you ker-splo-

In Viennru
Duko Yes, I know. You hit hard.

rslr. and you're quite right, but It Is not
a knockout blow because I'm not such
a cad as to como hero if Vienna wasn't
wiped off my map.

llayno la thac so?
Duko I wear it in. Lady Cardon-

nell, you'll stand to that, won't you?
Isn't Vienna all over?

Lady Cardonnell Oh, yes, we've
said goodby to Maria.

Duke Well, now, Enid, heru'o Mr.
Bayno and hero am I- - which is it to
be? Ho ahks you to go with him. I
asit you I I beg you to como
back to me. I don't know why you
should glvo mo unother chance, but if
you could by by George! I'd tnno
damned good care you should never
bo sorry you gavo it Now then, It's
up to you.

Bayne I'd say that was a square
deal. You'vo heard what ho says. Is
It you for htm or mo for you?

Duchess Konrtld, I bellevo every
word you'vo said, and I'vo begun to
see that when things did go wrong
with us, I was Just as blind und wrong
headed aa you wero, but you did glvo
me the Idea that you had done
with mo and that everything was all
over between us, didn't you?

Duke Yes.
Duchess Well, then, after that I

trusted myself to to Corncllua, nnd
he hasn't foiled me, Don't you think

he has the right to tell me what tought to do?
Duke Yes. Thanks to me. It !'up.to you; It's up to him. That ntsoaI loso, but anyhow let's play the paaw
Duchess (turning to Bayne) Then

It la for you to eay.
Buyne Enid, you'vo handed a .

Jolt, but I don't back down on It a,
here, If you could count mo out, wouii
you glvo hubby another show?

Duchess Perhaps I would.
Bayne You would away bygones

and try again?
Duchess I think I would.
Bayne Duke, did you hear that?
Duke Yea.
uayne you aia, and you stin

let's play the game?
Duke Yes.

' Bayne Although you know it'n my
shout and that what I say gees?

Duke Yes.
Bayne Well, that gets me. I can't

buck against that.
Duke You mean
Ilayne t mean tho gatnos played

out you've won.
The Duke, overjoed, tries to thar.lf

Buyne, who cuta him sluut ivjv
Cardonnell offers tho young coupW
her motor for a now honeymoon, but
beforo they stait sho draws' the
Duchoss aside for a little advice

Lady .Cardonnell Mind, ymi mast
never glvo tho show away

Duchess Then am I never 'o te'.l
him the truth about nil tMs?

Lady Cardonnell Never' If viva
ever feel tho truth rLslng 'n y3Ur
throat, choke It down and swalloV a
crust of broad.
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